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Accessible today!



Dr Steven McEachern

Director and Manager, Australian Data Archive



About the Australian 

Data Archive

• ADA was set up as the Social Science Data Archive in 
1981, housed in the Research School of Social Sciences 
at ANU, with a mission to collect and preserve Australian 
social science data on behalf of the social science 
research community

• The Archive holds over 5000 datasets from around 1500 
studies, including national election studies; public opinion 
polls; social attitudes surveys, censuses, aggregate 
statistics, administrative data and many other sources. 

• Data holdings are sourced from academic, government 
and private sectors. 



Accessing data

https://ada.edu.au/accessing-data/

Steps in accessing data:

• Finding studies

• Viewing study and variable information

• Analysing data

• Downloading data

Access conditions in ADA:

The Australian Data Archive is committed to providing open access to 
Australian and international research data for research and education 
purposes. This open access commitment however is balanced against 
our obligations to the original participants in these research studies.

https://ada.edu.au/accessing-data/


Access conditions

• OPEN ACCESS: studies where there are no 

restrictions on access

• GENERAL ACCESS: studies with controlled data 

access managed by the ADA on behalf of the depositor

• RESTRICTED ACCESS: studies where the depositor, 

or an authorised representative, wishes to be informed 

by the Archive of each request to use the data in order 

to give or withhold permission.

• SPECIAL ACCESS: studies where the depositor has 

included additional special access conditions. 



To contact ADA:

Steven McEachern

steven.mceachern@anu.edu.au

ada@anu.edu.au

http://ada.edu.au

mailto:steven.mceachern@anu.edu.au
mailto:ada@anu.edu.au
http://ada.edu.au


Melanie Barlow

Data Consultant, ARDC
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Fair Principles for Data and related Resources - Accessible

A1  (meta)data are retrievable by their identifier

using a standardized communications protocol.

A1.1 the protocol is open, free, and 

universally implementable.

A1.2 the protocol allows for an authentication 

and authorization procedure, where 

necessary.

A2 metadata are accessible, even when 

the data are no longer available.
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Metadata discoverable in RDA and data 

download link or Data Service API included 

within Metadata.

Identifiers for Metadata, Services, Data, 

Samples, Instruments, Publications, … 

obtained via Identifier Services

Vocabularies and their URIs can be 

managed and retrieved from Research 

Vocabularies Australia

Data can be retrieved 

over HTTP or 

Data(Access) Service 

API, where URL is 

specified within Metadata 

retrievable from Metadata 

Catalogue API

Metadata Catalogue API protocol allows 

for authentication and authorization

A1  (meta)data are retrievable by their identifier

using a standardized communications protocol.

A1.1 the protocol is open, free, and 

universally implementable.

A1.2 the protocol allows for an authentication 

and authorization procedure, where 

necessary.

A2 metadata are accessible, even when 

the data are no longer available.

Data and Metadata, Stores and 

Registries, Services and Platforms 

located in Nectar Research Cloud
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Nectar Research Cloud

https://ardc.edu.au/services/nectar-research-cloud/

Data and Metadata, Stores and 

Registries, Services and Platforms 

located in Nectar Research Cloud

https://ardc.edu.au/services/nectar-research-cloud/
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Research Data Australia

Metadata discoverable in RDA and data 

download link or Data Service API included 

within Metadata.

https://researchdata.edu.au/contributors/australian-data-archive

https://researchdata.edu.au/search#!/group=Australian%20Data%20Archive
/class=collection

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Content+Providers+Guid
e

https://researchdata.edu.au/landcover-25-water-space-wofs/1278454

https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Access+rights

https://researchdata.edu.au/contributors/australian-data-archive
https://researchdata.edu.au/search#!/group=Australian%20Data%20Archive/class=collection
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Content+Providers+Guide
https://researchdata.edu.au/landcover-25-water-space-wofs/1278454
https://documentation.ardc.edu.au/display/DOC/Access+rights


16

Identifier Services

https://ardc.edu.au/services/identifier/

Identifiers for Metadata, Services, Data, 

Samples, Instruments, Publications, … obtained 

via Identifier Services

https://ardc.edu.au/services/identifier/
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Research Vocabularies Australia

Vocabularies and their URIs can be 

managed and retrieved from Research 

Vocabularies Australia

https://vocabs.ardc.edu.au/

https://vocabs.ardc.edu.au/
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Dr Nichola Burton

Data Technologist, ARDC



Sensitive Data Community of Practice 

Government Data

Ecological Data

Health Data

Indigenous Data

Commercial Data



Sensitive Data Community of Practice 

CC BY 2.0  Ron Knight

https://www.flickr.com/people/9919745@N03


Join the Community:

https://sites.google.com/ardc.edu.au/sensitive-data-cop

https://sites.google.com/ardc.edu.au/sensitive-data-cop
https://sites.google.com/ardc.edu.au/sensitive-data-cop


In the meanwhile

● Any issues please contact nichola.burton@ardc.edu.au

● Stay in touch until then on the slack

○ #general introduce yourself and get to know the other learners in this course

○ #discussion dive into specific threads

○ #silly share a gif, or a meme, or terrible FAIR puns
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mailto:nichola.burton@ardc.edu.au


Photo by Wynand van Poortvliet on Unsplash
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Feedback 

how is this going for you?

https://unsplash.com/@wwwynand?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/feedback?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


CONTACT

Course content: @Liz @Matthias liz.stokes@ardc.edu.au matthias.liffers@ardc.edu.au

Course administration, community groups: @Nichola Nichola.Burton@ardc.edu.au

mailto:liz.stokes@ardc.edu.au
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